The Greatest Story Ever Told
4. "When Good News Spreads." 
Introduction

It is one thing to write a good story using your imagination and clever writing skills. But it is something else to develop an accurate historical account. The first relies on one's own ideas and mental creativity to develop a plot, a cast of characters and imaginatively intertwine characters and events that will intensify a theme. But, in developing an historical account, the author must seek to accurately recount events from reliable witnesses, using factual details and then convey the sequence of events as truthfully as possible. 
This is the intent of Luke, the author of the Book of Acts. From his statements in 
Acts 1:1 - 3 and from his previous writing: The Gospel According To Luke 
(Luke 1:1 - 4), we can surmise that he meticulously gathered the details of the life and teachings of Jesus and to further explain the rapid spread of the message concerning Jesus throughout the Roman world. By the thoroughness in which he tells the story, we can be confident that the early church did not create the story of Jesus, but the historical events of Jesus', His teachings, death and resurrection created the church. In a literal sense, "the story and power of the resurrected Jesus turned the world upside down." (Acts 17:6)

As Luke records the story, it was the historical event of Jesus' resurrection that shook Jerusalem. Within fifty days of Jesus' resurrection, Peter stood with 120 of Jesus' followers, in the midst of the city. All within a few minutes walk of an empty tomb where Jesus had been buried, they boldly announced to the crowd that the people had killed their long awaited Messiah, but God raised Him from the dead. (Acts 2:2 - 22; 36 - 39).

With that message, Acts unfolds the movement of how this message traveled from Jerusalem throughout Judea, into Samaria, and then penetrated the Gentile world (Acts 1:8). Two key figures grace the pages of Acts. The Apostle Peter played the key role by solidifying the movement among people groups who strongly detested each other. He first preached to the Jewish people, as thousands became believers (Acts 2:41 - 47; 6:7). Later, Peter travels to Samaria to affirm the ministry of Phillip to new Samaritan Christians (Acts 8:14 - 17), and finally, even reluctantly, Peter takes the message to Cornelius, a Gentile (Acts 10:25, 44 - 48). Then Luke shifts his focus from Peter to  trace the steps of the Apostle Paul, a converted Pharisee, who became instrumental in establishing believers and churches in every city he visited. It is a love story filled with passion for people and persecution by people. But it is a story that turned the world upside down because of the new life, joy, and peace and forgiveness people experienced through knowing God through Jesus. That is the good news that continues to be shared today.
Scripture:  Acts 1:1 – 11

1. Reflect on the events of September 11, 2001, how did it impact our Nation?

2. From what Luke has already written about Jesus, what do you discover was his purpose for writing Acts (Acts 1:1 - 3) and what did he say was the source of the church's power? (Lu 24:45 - 49; Acts 1:5, 8)

 What We Should Know

3. After His resurrection, what instructions did Jesus give to all His faithful followers? Acts 1:8; Mt 28:19 - 20; Lu 24:46 - 48.

4. What is the significance of "Pentecost" to the birth of the church? (Jn 3:3; I Cor 12:12 - 13) and the authoritative power of the believers? (Acts 2:3 - 4, 8; 4:31).

5. What was the central message that the church shared? (Acts 2:22 - 24, 36; 3:17 - 21, 25 - 26; 4:10 - 12).

6. How was the church unified and later scattered? (Acts 4:21, 24; 5:41 - 42; 8:1, 4).

7. How did the Pharisee, Saul, later known as Paul, become a Christian? (Acts 9:15 - 19).

8. What becomes the crisis issue in the Church regarding His message? (Acts 15:1 - 2, 5; 17:2; 18:4).

9. What strategy did Paul use to spread the Gospel and plant churches in various cities (Acts 13:14; 14:1).

10. After establishing new churches in numerous cities, what did Paul do later? Why? (Acts 14:20 - 23; 18:19 - 22; 20:17, 27 - 32).

11. How does Acts conclude? (Acts 28:23 - 31).

What We Should Be

12. What is the importance of Jesus' final promise and command to you? (Acts 1:4 - 5, 8)

13. How has the central message of Jesus' death and resurrection impacted your life?

14. Having read about the church's beginning and central message, how would you respond to some television and radio preachers of today whose main message is that Jesus promises health, wealth and prosperity?

15. How are you responding to Jesus' call to be His witness? What does that mean to you? (II Tim 2:1 - 2).

What We Could Be

16. In what capacity are you willing to be used by God to pass on the message of Jesus?

17. Paul planted churches wherever he went. Would you be available to help plant a new church if the opportunity opened up?

18. What does it mean for you to say that "Jesus is Lord?"

19. What is one way you can maintain sensitivity to the Holy Spirit this week? 
